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The Isle of Wight – just a few facts…

· The Isle of Wight is the largest island in the UK, with a length of 25 by 13 miles, making it 147 square miles in size. As of 2011, it had an overall population of 138,392 people. Major towns on the island include Newport, East and West Cowes, Ryde, Shanklin and Sandown.  
· In 2019, the Island (and its surrounding waters) was awarded UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Status, recognising that people and the natural environment are coexisting harmoniously.
· Over 50% of the land is the Isle of Wight National Landscape (formerly AONB) 
· It is well known as a great place for star-gazing and astrophotography, with much of the Isle of Wight benefitting from little to zero light pollution.
· The Island has a varied coastline and because of this, can boast cliffs, coves, sandy beaches, secret inlets and rock pools to discover – 11 out of the 14 beaches are award winning.
· The Isle of Wight is famous for the outcrop of rocks on the west coast, known as the Needles – other landmarks include Tennyson Monument, The Longstone, The Pepperpot (St Catherine’s Oratory), The Hoy Monument, St Catherine’s Lighthouse and Yarborough Monument
· The Island has more overseas visitors per year than its total number of residents, on average 2.3 million visitors each year but the total population of the Isle of Wight is just under 140,000.
· The Isle of Wight used to be part of the county of Hampshire, but is now a county in its own right.
· When the tide is in, the Isle of Wight is England’s smallest county, sharing the title with Rutland!
· Nicknamed “Dinosaur Isle”, the Isle of Wight is the dinosaur capital of the northern Europe. In recent years, many different species of dinosaur have been discovered. At low tide, dinosaur footprints are clearly visible at Compton Bay and companies offer guided fossil tours where you might just discover a brand new species!
· The Isle of Wight is one of the last strongholds of the Red Squirrel, which can be seen across the Island in woodlands and forests. Dolphins and seals can be found around it’s shores and cast your eyes upwards to see birds of prey – the most recent addition to which is the White-Tailed Eagle. (The Isle of Wight was the location chosen to reintroduce these magnificent creatures to England after nearly 300 years.)
· The Isle of Wight is said to be the most haunted island in the world, with Knighton Gorges Manor reported to be the most haunted on the Island. Similarly, Carisbrooke Castle is said to be haunted by three different women. With reports of ghostly encounters in several pubs, as well as the Newport Ghost Walk & the Old Cowes Ghost Trail, the Island is far spookier than it first appears.
· The Romans also had, & still have, a great deal of influence over the Island’s history. Vectis is the old Roman name for the island, which is Latin for “lifting”. There remain around seven Roman villas on the Isle of Wight, as a result of Roman settlement here.
· The world’s first radio station was established at the Needles in 1897.
· A popular mode of transport to and from the Island is by hovercraft. It was invented & adapted in East Cowes by Sir Christopher Cockerell, and the service from Southsea to Ryde remains the only scheduled service in the world.
· Unique nicknames have been given to those who both live on & visit the Island of Wight. Native islanders are known as Caulkheads, specifically those who have an Island heritage of at least three generations. Those who have relocated to the Island from elsewhere are nicknamed Overners, and tourists are called Grockles.
· The third Isle of Wight festival in 1970 was the largest in the world, attracting a reported 600,000 people. It also saw the one of the final performances of Jimi Hendrix, who died that same year.
· Now the Isle of Wight Festival sits alongside a plethora of other events, leading to the Island’s reputation as ‘Festival Island’ – the Isle of Wight Walking Festival, Ventnor Fringe, The Garlic Festival, The Literary Festival, Wight Proms and many, many more!
· The Garlic Farm at Newchurch boasts the largest production of garlic in the UK.
· Blackgang Chine is listed in the top seven of the world’s oldest amusement parks. Built in 1843, it is also the oldest in the UK. Other parks include Needles Pleasure Park, Tapnell Farm and Sandham Gardens.
· With over 500 miles of footpaths and cycle paths & 64 miles of coastal trails, the Island is an ideal place to explore on foot or by bike, and with great public transport is a great place to discover sustainably. 
· The Isle of Wight itself has on average 37.4 hours of sunshine a week, compared to the national average of 29.7 hours. It is estimated that the Island has between 1800-2100 annual sunshine hours, compared to the UK average of 1493 hours. 
· Ventnor, in the southwest of the Island, benefits from a unique microclimate, ensuring it is on average 5c warmer than anywhere else in the UK.
· Queen Victoria chose the Isle of Wight to build a home by the sea and said of her palace at Osborne ‘it is impossible to imagine a prettier spot’.
· Queen Victoria’s Poet Laureate - Alfred, Lord Tennyson – also chose to live on the Isle of Wight at Freshwater, near the pioneering Victorian portrait photographer Julia Margaret-Cameron – the Island was popular with writers such as Lewis Carroll, thinkers such as Karl Marx and father of the Theory of Evolution Charles Darwin.
· Charles 1st was held prisoner at Carisbrooke Castle before making his final journey to London for execution.
· The Isle of Wight has three piers – Sandown, Yarmouth and Ryde (Ryde is the oldest pier in the UK and the second longest pier in England)

STRAPS TO CONSIDER IN SCRIPT
· Lose yourself in the country, find yourself by the sea
· Wherever you are on the Island, you’ll never by far from the sea
· Escape to the sunniest Island in the UK
· UK’s Island paradise
· Jewel in the crown of the south coast
· Set your watch to Island time and discover a slower pace of life
· Disconnect to reconnect with nature
· Unique unspoiled landscape and miles of coastline
· Make time to explore
· Nature’s playground
· A destination for all seasons
· Adventure starts as soon as you step foot on the ferry
https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/visitisleofwight/
Some examples of video for an idea of content available
· Walking - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzyDl6j0tl0&t=4s
· Outdoors - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoUole9hyj4
· Autumn - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmzIVe8FCpM&list=PL5gNicohVcd7LewmAS_jFpcPO8amEgo2h&index=1
· Summer - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2_TtKwIqOM&list=PL5gNicohVcd7LewmAS_jFpcPO8amEgo2h&index=2
· General - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kG_chom0DtE


   
 Visit Isle of Wight
Working in partnership with Visit England, Visit Isle of Wight Ltd (VIOW) is responsible for developing tourism and attracting more visitors to the Isle of Wight.   As well as the consumer website www.visitisleofwight.co.uk the DMO also operates a small industry website containing recent research and tourism news along with links to Visit England reports and opportunities www.visitwightpro.com
Go to https://www.facebook.com/VisitIOW  
https://twitter.com/VisitIOW  
https://instagram.com/visitisleofwight/   
https://www.youtube.com/user/VisitIsleofWight 
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