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Simon Clark, Visit Isle of Wight: simonc@visitwight.org t: 01983 240090 or m: 07495 408226

Festival Island and Events

Any excuse to get together and celebrate what you love to do… https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/whats-on/festivals and https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/whats-on 



29 March-12 April – The Great Railway Easter Hunt https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/event/the-great-railway-easter-hunt/

· Make some amazing, amusing family memories together as you search for the giant eggs hidden around the attraction and solve the clues to claim your chocolate. 
· Steam trains operating each day
· Daily falconry display
· East Sunday Bonnet competition

02-06 April(10.30am-5pm) - Easter egg hunt at Mottistone Gardens National Trust https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/isle-of-wight/mottistone-gardens-and-estate/events/cfcdfbd7-6f0f-43f9-a0cd-232f02a35347 

· A traditional Easter Fayre, with everything you might expect 
· Wander through the meadow and meet a host of friendly wildlife characters
· Normal admission applies plus £3.50 per trail (includes a chocolate or vegan and free from Rainforest Alliance Easter Egg
02-04 May – Real Ale festival at Isle of Wight Steam Railway - https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/event/real-ale-festival/?mc_id=9342 

· 19th Isle of Wight Real Ale Festival
· Local brews plus ales from Yorkshire, Somerset and more
· Free entry to festival – normal steam railway fares apply

09-17 May & 03-11 Oct - Isle of Wight Walking Festival –http://isleofwightwalkingfestival.co.uk/ 

· Two separate week-long events, each with up to 100 walks across hundreds of miles of footpaths, showcasing the Island’s natural beauty, history and more – mostly free to join!
· The May event includes the iconic Walk the Wight event in aid of Mountbatten, the local hospice caring for patients on the Isle of Wight and in Southampton

09 May – Wolverton Folk and Blues Festival
https://www.facebook.com/WolvertonFolkandBlues 

· Held in the grounds of a Jacobean manor house
· 2 stages
· Blues legend Errol Linton to headline the main stage
· National and local bands playing blues and folk
· Beer tent
· Children’s entertainment

16/17 May – Summer Cider and Sausage – IoW Steam Railway https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/event/summer-cider/ 

· Summer ciders start in May at the Steam Railway!

17 May - Festival of Transport at IoW Steam Railway https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/event/festival-of-transport/ 

· Certified motorheads will get revved up about this brilliant festival of cars, lorries, bikes and trucks! There's something for every vehicle fan, be it a vintage pride and joy to a brand new hot rod. 
· Switch from road to rail and climb aboard the Isle of Wight's Steam Railway trains then explore the Train Story Discovery Centre to learn about the historical transport and engineering story of our Island.

22-24 May – Cowes Fringe -  https://www.cowesfringe.com/ 

· Now in its 4th year in the sailing mecca of Cowes
· Art, comedy, music and theatre at pop-up venues across Cowes
· There will be a Cowes 200 theme, celebrating th 2 00th anniversary of Cowes Week

23-30 May – Wild West Week @ Blackgang Chine https://blackgangchine.com/events/view/wild-west-week

· Immerse yourself in the world of outlaws and sheriffs
· Action-packed cowboy show
· Cowboy Karaoke 
· Hoedown Dance Workshops

15-25 May – Isle of Wight Open Studios https://www.isleofwightopenstudios.co.uk/

· 150 Island artists expected to open their doors
· Painting, sculpture, printmaking, photography, textiles, jewellery, ceramics and more
21 May – 07 June – Isle of Wight Festival of Running https://isleofwightfestivalofrunning.co.uk/

· A range of races for all ages, including…
· Freshwater 5k
· Junior Fun Run
· Needles Half Marathon
· Tapnell 10k – a scenic summer evening 10k

13-14 June – Gin & Steam at the IW Steam Railway https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/event/gin-and-steam/ 

· Introduce yourself to fabulous craft gins, spirits and distillers (other drinks available)
· Live music all weekend

18-21 June - Isle of Wight Festival - https://isleofwightfestival.com/  

· Kicking off the UK’s music festival season proper, headliners include Lewis Capaldi, Calvin Harris, The Cure, Teddy Swims, Wet Leg, Rick Astley, FIVE, The Last Dinner Party and many more!

03 July – The Ibiza Orchestral Experience @ Robin Hill - https://www.ibizaorchestraexperience.co.uk/iow 

· 26 instrument ensemble with vocalists and DJ
· Food stalls and bars
· Party the night away!

04 July – Sausage and Cider Festival @ Robin Hill - https://www.sausageandciderfest.co.uk/iow 

· Live music
· Pat Sharp’s Fun House Party DJ set
· Axe-throwing
· Food (sausages)
· Drink (cider)
· Children’s stage with character meet and greet, kids disco, drum workshop, circus workshop

05 July – Summer in Nashville @ Robin Hill - https://www.summerinnashville.com/iow 

· Live music
· Line dancing
· American BBQ and street food
· Rodeo bull rides
· Country fancy dress

4-5 July – 1940s Weekend at the Isle of Wight Steam Railway https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/event/the-1940s-experience/  

· Spend your day wandering 1940s street scenes, sing along and dance to the music of the era. Dressing up in clothes of the time is positively encouraged (don’t worry if you don’t want to, all are welcome) but if you arrive and fancy popping on something vintage, there are plenty of pop-up shops selling 1940s clothes.
· Fill up on tasty food and refreshments available around the site before admiring the array of military vehicles including an authentic Spitfire. If you’re lucky enough you may even see one fly past during your visit.
· Watch out for Sargeant Marmite (you either love him or you hate him!) putting new recruits through their paces.
11 July – Round the Island Race  https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/whats-on/round-the-island-race-p1464201 or http://www.roundtheisland.org.uk/  

· The spectacle of nearly 2000 boats of all sizes, crewed by over 15 000 sailors of all abilities, making their way around the Isle of Wight is something unequalled anywhere in the world!
· Different classes of boats, given handicaps mean this is truly a Race For All as the winner can be a professionally crewed racing yacht or a small family sailing boat

11/12 July - Royal Isle of Wight County Show https://iwcountyshow.co.uk/ 

· Local food, produce and makers will dominate the show
· Head to the ‘Village Green’, the ‘Show Farm’, ‘Activities Area’, join the fun dog show or watch the incredible ‘sheep show’!

17-26 July - Ventnor Fringe Festival https://vfringe.co.uk/ 

· A wonderland of pop-up bars and boutique venues, featuring more than 300 artists from across the world!
· The Isle of Wight’s southernmost town is totally transformed into a whole world of pop-up venues and bars in every conceivable space, hosting over 100 different shows.
· Ventnor Fringe 2026 is all about bigger shows, even more diverse programming and taking a look back to the founding principles of the festival by creating more intimate and unique performances in unusual spaces. There truly is something for everyone at Ventnor Fringe set against the backdrop of the tropical town of Ventnor in the Isle of Wight UNESCO Biosphere. 

25 July – Steam Railway Proms https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/event/the-steam-railway-proms/

· The Isle of Wight Symphony Orchestra for their annual outdoor concert at Havenstreet station. This event has become a firm favourite in the calendar - enjoy fabulous music with steam trains as a backdrop. 
· enjoy a selection of light classics, with the odd train-related piece thrown in for good measure!

Every Wednesday starts 29 July and end 26 August – Summer Fest at Blackgang Chine 
https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/whats-on/summer-fest-at-blackgang-chine-p2152191 or https://blackgangchine.com/event/summer-fest-evening-entertainment/

· Fireworks
· Foam parties
· DJs

01-07 August - Cowes Week - http://www.cowesweek.co.uk/ or https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/whats-on/cowes-week-p1464171 

· Celebrating 200 years this year – with events happening on the water and on shore!
· Since 1826 Cowes Week has played a key part in the British sporting summer calendar and is one of the UK's longest running and most successful sporting events. 
· It now stages up to 40 daily races for around 750 boats and is the largest sailing regatta of its kind in the world.
· To add to the on-the-water action, the lively apres-sail atmosphere at Cowes Week means there are plenty of social and exciting onshore activities for sailors and the thousands of spectators who visit Cowes each year.  
· Cowes has a fantastic range of pubs, cafes, restaurants and yachts clubs, all welcoming competitors and visitors to the town. Combined with the pop-up venues, bars, retailers at Cowes Yacht Haven, the bars and entertainment at Shepards Marina, Northwood Park Lawn Lounge and the busy Cowes Parade with its Crew Bar and live entertainment, there really is something for everyone.


15-16 Aug - Isle of Wight Garlic Festival - https://www.garlicfestival.co.uk/ 

· Uniquely Isle of Wight – where else would you find a festival all about garlic?
· Huge garlic marquees featuring cookery demos all day long
· 100’s of arts and craft stalls, businesses and mouth watering food
· Local produce to tempt the taste buds
· Talented animals and arena entertainment
· Live music
· Children’s entertainers, archery and giant fun fair
· A heady mix of country fair, pop festival and a vampire’s worst nightmare, this festival offers everything for the family!

28-31 August (Bank Holiday) – Steam Fair at Isle of Wight Steam Railway https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/event/island-steam-fair/

· Celebrating 51 years
· It’s the bank holiday event on the Island with bundles of fun and explosive acts in the main arena. Enjoy a fabulous collection of vintage transport, traditional fairground, live entertainment, plus steam trains running on the line.
· At the heart of the show are the mighty steam traction engines. See a fabulous collection of road rollers, showman's engines and miniatures - these former workhorses make a fabulous sight, particularly when they steam around the main arena.

06 Sept – Isle of Wight Randonnee - Cycling
https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/whats-on/the-wayfarer-cycle-touring-club-isle-of-wight-randonnee-p936731 or https://www.cycleisland.co.uk/ 

· take on the 55km or 100km round the Island route
· non-competitive
· no entry fee (donations welcome)
· NEW now organised by Mountbatten Hospice

18-20 Sept – Isle of Wight Steampunk Festival
https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/whats-on/isle-of-wight-steampunk-festival-p2357731 or https://www.iowsteampunkfestival.co.uk/ 

· Back for a 3rd year in 2026
· Steampaws dog display and parade
· Parade of Time Travelers through Ryde
· Entertainment
· Themed parties
· Victorian fair
· Teapot Racing
· Tea Duelling
19-20 Sept  – Isle of Wight Speed Trials https://isleofwightspeedtrials.co.uk/ 

· Over 90 cars competing on a specially constructed circuit at Sandown seafront
· Grandstand and roadside views in front of one of the best beaches in the UK


08-11 Oct – Isle of Wight Literary Festival - https://isleofwightliteraryfestival.com/ 

· A wide range of authors, writing in a variety of fields - there will be something for everyone.
18-31 Oct - Wizard Week – Isle of Wight Steam Railway 

· Family event
· Steam train ride through ‘haunted’ woodland
· Meet the friendly witches of Havenstreet
· Become a spooky apprentice and help with magic spells
· Magic shows
· Haven Falconry display
TBC Santa Specials at Isle of Wight Steam Railway

· Various dates throughout December
· Ride the train, explore the Winter Wonderland and visit Santa in his Grotto
· Every child receives a quality gift




Visit Isle of Wight
Working in partnership with Visit England, Visit Isle of Wight Ltd (VIOW) is responsible for developing tourism and attracting more visitors to the Isle of Wight.   As well as the consumer website www.visitisleofwight.co.uk the DMO also operates a small industry website containing recent research and tourism news along with links to Visit England reports and opportunities www.visitwightpro.com
Go to https://www.facebook.com/VisitIOW 
https://twitter.com/VisitIOW 
https://instagram.com/visitisleofwight/ 
https://www.youtube.com/user/VisitIsleofWight
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